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ESTUARY GUARDIANS MANDURAH 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MRS L.A. MUNDAY (Dawesville) [12.55 pm]: I would like to rise today to recognise and commend the incredible 
work of local volunteers in our community who form the Mandurah Volunteer Dolphin Rescue Group, also 
known as the Estuary Guardians Mandurah. This passionate group has worked tirelessly to protect dolphins in the 
Peel–Harvey estuary for the last 25 years. The Peel–Harvey estuary is known and loved for its dolphins, which are 
one of the main attractions to the Peel region, bringing much joy to both the local community and tourists. 
However, due to the extensive number of shallow areas, it is also a stranding hotspot. As a result, dolphins can suffer, 
and this is where this group plays a significant role. It spends more than 3 000 hours a year responding to rescue 
and welfare calls and dolphin incidents reported by the community. It supports the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions by surveying stranding spots, monitoring dolphins and providing community education. 
Recently, I was lucky enough to go out on the water with local business Mandurah Cruises with some of the 
Estuary Guardians volunteers, Sally Kirby and Barbara Sing. Along with Minister Whitby and Minister Templeman, 
we went out to see where they do most of their work and to do our own dolphin spotting, including looking for my 
honorary baby calf namesake, Frankl. Earlier this year, I hosted the Peel–Harvey estuary dolphin forum and worked 
closely with the Estuary Guardians, local businesses and the City of Mandurah to coordinate the protection of our 
dolphins. The state government has also provided the group with a $5 000 election commitment that has enabled 
it to purchase equipment to help in its efforts. The Peel region has a rapidly growing population, which can cause 
issues to our wildlife. The protection of our environment has never been more crucial. I thank the Mandurah Volunteer 
Dolphin Rescue Group for its continuous work in promoting and protecting our waterways and marine life. 
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